West McLean Soil Conservation District, Garrison ND

FALL 2018

Achievement Winners
Glenn Schreiner’s Family Farm has been selected as West McLean Soil Conservation
District 2018 Achievement Program winner. We would like to recognize his continuous
efforts to enhance his crops and give habitat to wildlife in his part of the county. Glenn
farms with his son Nick and nephew Jake Sayler, together they go above and beyond the
requirements needed for their programs. They also use the best management practices
on acres not enrolled in any programs. The conservation practices that have been
implemented on the Schreiner’s Family Farm over the years have been a diversified
crop rotation with cover crops, establishing pollinator plots and leaving standing crops in
multiple fields for wildlife. They utilize advanced spray technology and GPS to control drift
of spray and target spots in the field. Glenn has also recently planted a few thousand feet
of trees for farmstead windbreak to enhance his established windbreak. The new rows of
trees will also benefit wildlife with food and cover. Congratulations to the Schreiner
Family Farm.

Jake Sayler, Glenn & Candace Schreiner
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West and South McLean Annual Joint Meeting
West McLean SCD and South McLean SCD joined together on July 12th for their Annual
Joint Meeting. The evening started at Fort Stevenson State Park with a pop and water social until all who were invited arrived. When all were present we ventured out of the park a
couple miles to Aaron Fuller’s property to get a tour of his 40 acres of tree plantings, food
plots and dense nesting cover. Aaron started the project many years ago and is continuing
to enhance the property. Everything he does to the property he is doing to benefit the wildlife.
After traveling back to the park from the tour the group enjoyed food prepared by Kyle’s
Katering. Once all stomachs were full the 2018 Joint Meeting was called to order. Calla Edwards-NDSU Extension and Mary Podoll-NRCS State Conservationist gave a report from
their offices and Alex Brazeal, Dave Presser and Corey Bittner gave their districts 2018
Spring reports. After the Joint Meeting was adjourned each district had their own District
meeting.

In September Diane and John with
NRCS attended the 2018 Awards
and Diversity Day Celebration. This
two day event was held in Bismarck
at the Ramkota Hotel.
The Garrison Field Office was
awarded the 2018 Outstanding
Performance Award.
Individuals got their own certificate
of appreciation and the office is
displaying the trophy.
Corey, Diane, John, Sheryl

West McLean SCD held their annual Eco-Ed Day on September 18th, at Audubon National Wildlife Refuge.
Garrison, Max and White Shield had 45 of their 6th graders signed up for the one day event. Eco-Ed is an
event that can last one or two days. Its an educational event that teaches kids about how their everyday
interactions affect the environment. There are five stations that the students learned about; Prairie, Soils,
Woodlands, Wetlands, and Watersheds/ Water quality. This years presenters were Cayla Bendel with
Pheasants Forever, Kyle Thomson with NRCS, Jeff Smette with Forest Service, Dane Buysse with Ducks
Unlimited and Jim Collins Jr, an Environmental Scientist with the ND Dept. of Health. Each session lasted 40
minutes and when the last presentation was done the students were all tested on the information that they
received.
West McLean SCD would like to thank all the schools for coming out and enjoying the day with us. Also we
would like to thank Kyle’s Katering for the wonderful food and cookies they provided, Sakakawea’s Chapter of
Pheasants Forever with a donation for the t-shirts and draw string backpacks that everybody who came to the
event received, and to the volunteers that came out and helped make things run smoothly and be trail guides
for the kids. Without them the day would not have been such a success.
Finally I would like to congratulate the students from

Max on winning the 2018 traveling trophy.
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Ground Preparation for Machine Planting Trees and Laying Weed Barrier Fabric
Ground preparation is extremely important for the safety of the tree crew as well as the survival of
your trees. If your site is deemed unfit for the equipment that we use for planting trees or laying
fabric, your trees will not be planted and you will be charged a mileage fee in addition to the cost
of the trees.

West McLean SCD will make your planting as
much of a priority as you make it.
•

The site needs to be tilled black and look like a garden. Till the soil 6-8” deep and to the
dimensions specified when you sign up.

•

The site needs to be tilled up and inspected the fall before planting or your trees will NOT be
ordered.



When your site is tilled in the fall, please call the office so that we can inspect it and get your
trees ordered. If you fail to call, your trees will not be ordered and we will not have any trees to
plant in the spring.



The site needs to be tilled up the fall before to allow the root matter to rot away and the ground to
mellow before planting. If the site is not tilled up until the spring, it is often too clumpy which creates air pockets that allow the roots to dry out killing the trees. Clear all rocks from the site.

•

The site will need to be tilled again in the spring and kept weed free after planting until the
fabric is laid. Do NOT plant a crop into the area where trees will be planted.

•

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE GROUND IS WORKED UP WELL FOR FABRIC INSTALLATION.
Laying fabric can be extremely beneficial for your trees but it is detrimental to them if it
comes loose because the ground preparation is poor. Loose fabric WILL KILL your trees. Fabric
does not lay well into clumpy or rocky soil and will not function with weeds or other vegetation
growing underneath.
West McLean SCD will NOT plant trees or lay fabric into sod.
Do NOT put down fertilizer—it will burn your trees.
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The photos below are of good ground preparation. The ground is soft, has been tilled adequately,
and the planter has soft dirt to pack tightly around the trees. The survival rate in this situation is
usually very high. Good ground preparation also results in very nice fabric application. The fabric
machine can trench the fabric in and roll the dirt back over the edges, sealing it in so that wind
cannot get under it and pull it up.

The photos below here are of poor ground preparation. The ground is chunky and will not seal
around the trees, which allows the roots to dry out; resulting in a high mortality rate. This type of
ground preparation will also result in fabric that comes loose because the machine cannot trench it
in and then cover it with a consistent layer of soil. The chunks allow the wind to get under the fabric which will rip an entire row of fabric up in no time.
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Photos come from West McLean SCD Tree Planting and Weed Barrier Fabric Preparation, Care and Maintenance guide made by Christina Roth

14 0 5th Ave SW
Phone: 701-463-2851
E-mail: westmcleanscd@restel.com
2019 Handplant Order Form
Almond, Russian

Cottonwood, Siouxland

Pine, Ponderosa

Apricot, Hardy
Arnold Hawthorn
Ash, Cardan Green
Ash, Green
Buffaloberry
Buffaloberry, Sakakawea
Caragana
Cedar, Eastern
Cherry, Black
Cherry, Nanking
Cherry, Sand
Chokecherry
Cotoneaster

Crabapple, Midwest
Crabapple, Siberian
Currant, Golden
Dogwood, Redosier
Hackberry, Oahe
____Juneberry
Juniper, Rocky Mountain
Lilac, Common
Lilac, Villosa
Maple, Amur
Maple, Silver
Oak, Bur
Olive, Russian

Pine, Scotch
Plum, American
Poplar, Hybrid
Poplar, Northwest
Poplar, Robusta
Rose, Hanson Hedge
Rose, Wood
Sea Buckthorn
Spruce, Black Hills
Spruce, Colorado Blue
Sumac
Walnut, Black
Willow, Golden
Yucca

Total Number of Handplants:_________

x$2.00

__________

7% Sales tax __________
TOTAL:

__________

Please check if you are a farmer/rancher and are tax exempt:______
Name:__________________________________ Phone:____________________________________
Address:________________________________
________________________________
Signature:__________________________________________
Please fill out form and mail it back to the West McLean Soil Conservation District Office along with Payment .
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New face in the office
My name is Mike Biewer, and I was hired as a Farm Bill Specialist for the
NDASCD in August 2018. I am currently serving the three-county area of
McLean, Sheridan, and Oliver counties, with my home office being in
Garrison.
I grew up on a horse ranch near Burlington, ND, which is also where I
went to grade school and graduated high school in Des Lacs. Once I
graduated high school, I attended Dakota College at Bottineau the
following fall. I earned an Associates degree in Wildlife Management,
and from there transferred to Valley City State University where I earned
a Bachelors degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Management.
The following three summers were spent holding seasonal positions with
the North Dakota Game & Fish Department, first in the fisheries division
out of Dickinson, then wildlife division out of Riverdale, and had a rare
opportunity to be in the private lands division out of Jamestown.
The following spring I was hired to do post construction mortality
monitoring at the Courtenay Wind Farm, conducting surveys to gather
data on the impact of wind turbines on birds and bats. Almost a year and
a half into the study, I was offered this career move and excitedly took it.
I grew up hunting and fishing in this area with my dad, so moving back
was a big deal to me. I’m looking forward to not only taking the next step
in my career, but also doing so not too far from home.

Contact Us
West McLean SCD
140 5th Ave SW
Garrison, ND 58540
(701) 463-2851 ext. 3
westmcleanscd@restel.com
Visit us on the web at
www.westmcleanscd.com
Give us a like on Facebook
West McLean Soil
Conservation District

Board Meetings
in 2018
November 13 @ 1:30pm
December 11 @1:30pm

SCD Supervisors
Don Bauman-Chairman
Mark Retterath-Vice Chairman
Jay Hansen
Ed Hauf
Richard White Bear

Staff

Corey Bittner

District Manager/
Technician

Sheryl Krueger
District Clerk

NRCS

Diane Krzmarzick
Soil Conservation Technician

John Mortenson
Soil Conservationist

Mike Biewer

Farm Bill Specialist

West McLean SCD wishes everybody a fun Fall, Happy Hunting

West McLean SCD is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Meetings are held at the
USDA Service Center and
are open to the public.
Date and times are subject
to change.
If you wish to attend meetings
and need assistance please call
and make arrangements .

Thank You to our Sponsors!
Puklich Chevrolet, BHG, Inc. RTC, Garrison Vet Service,
Agassiz Seed and Supply, Jaeger Insurance Agency,
Max Farmers Elevator, Scheresky Ag Service,
CHS-Garrison, Farmers Union Oil Co.
Garrison State Bank & Trust, S&J Hardware,
Pheasants Forever

West McLean Soil Conservation
140 5th Ave SW
Garrison, ND 58540
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