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Tree of the Quarter— Juneberry

SCD Supervisors
Jay Hansen—Chairman
Jeff Meyers—Vice Chairman

Juneberry is a medium to tall suckering shrub native to prairie
hillsides. It provides year round sights with white flowers in the spring and
yellow to red fall foliage. The flowers make an excellent early food source
for bees and other pollinators. Once pollinated the flowers mature into
excellent tasting fruits that are enjoyed by wildlife and humans alike. Until
recently there wasn't a commercially viable method of processing the
fruits making them unavailable in most markets. Over the last 20 years
much work has gone into producing varieties that are able to meet market
standards leading to a boom in Canada. Over that time Juneberries have
become the second largest Canadian prairie fruit crop, only second to
strawberries. Currently demand exceeds supply and with the ability to
grow just about anywhere so you may see juneberries in a store near you
soon or you could buy some trees from us
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Cover Crop of the Quarter– Cereal Rye

1.

2.
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4.

Four Tips for Using Cereal Rye
Depending on conditions, cereal rye
can be seeded late into the fall, with
a majority of growth occurring in the
spring.
Increase rates with later seeding
dates.
Use higher rates when broadcasting
versus drilling.
Terminate 14 days in advance of
planting corn, and never use cereal
rye before a wheat or barley crop.

NRCS CSP
Application
Sign-Up Deadline
Deadline for
accepting new
applications into
the CSP Classic
program is

APRIL 23 2021

Dates and times are subject
to change.

If you wish to attend meetings
and need assistance please
call and make arrangements.
All Programs and Services of
West Mclean Soil Conservation District are offered on a
non discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex,
marital status, age or handicap.
USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and
Lender.

Windbreak Benefits
Windbreaks have had a long history of
providing many benefits to the people, animals,
and plants that call Mclean county home. In the
winter when the temperature is negative 20 with
a wind speed of 20 mph the wind chill will equal
minus 48. That’s cold enough to cause frost bit in
10 minutes or less. Just a moderately dense
windbreak can lower the wind to 5 mph, helping
you and your home stay just a little warmer.

In the pasture Canadian researchers
found that cattle on winter range in unprotected
sites required 50 % increased in feed intake.
Studies in Montana indicated that during mild
winters beef cattle sheltered by windbreaks
gained an average of 35 pounds more than cattle
in an open feedlot. In severe winters protected
cattle maintained 10 pounds more than animals
in unprotected lots.

In the spring when the wind starts to
really get going windbreaks can help with wind
erosion. Normally soil particles do not move until
wind velocity is about 13 mph so with a well
placed windbreak you can greatly reduce the soil
that can blow away in our North Dakota winds.

Field crops also benefit from reduced
evaporation from wind and physical injury. Hay
yields of mixed grasses and legumes were 20
percent higher during a 14 year comparison between fields with and without windbreaks. Below is a chart with crop yield increase with established windbreaks.

In the summer properly positioned landscape plants such as shade trees can provide
summer energy savings of 15 to 35 percent. A
windbreak also helps out your vegetable garden
yield by reducing the wind damage to tomatoes,
peppers, leaf lettuce, peas and beans, and other
garden varieties. Pollinator species are also befitted resulting in increased pollination and fruit
formation.

STUDY SHOWS PRECISION AGRICULTURE IMPROVES
STEWARDSHIP
The Association of Equipment Manufacturers, the American Soybean Association, the National
Corn Growers Association, and CropLife America released a new study on precision ag. The study shows
that widely available precision agriculture technology improves environmental stewardship while providing a solid economic return for farmers. The study shows several benefits, including a yield benefit
through increased efficiency, reduced fertilizer usage due to more precise placement, fuel savings due to
less overlap and better monitoring, and water savings through more accurate sensing of needs. “The reductions in greenhouse gases this study illustrates shows that modern agriculture is part of the climate
solution,” says Kellie Bray, Chief of Staff at CropLife America. “Fuel savings alone due to precision ag
tools is the yearly equivalent of taking almost 200,000 cars off the road.” Fossil fuel use has decreased an
estimated six percent due to precision agriculture, and it has the potential to drop by as much as 16 percent with precision ag adoption
Mick Kjar NewsDakota.com

NDSU Extension Spring Fever Webinars
North Dakota State University is offering a series of forums to help you care for your yard and
garden. Live presentations from NDSU will be delivered on the internet. Viewers can ask questions to the speakers. All sessions are free and recorded for future viewing.
All forums run from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. CDT. Registration is requested. Please register at

http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/springfever/participate-online-at-home

Crop residue? There are a lot of benefits
There are years when, for one reason or another, it may be tempting for producers to
bale and sell wheat or corn straw. Years when livestock feed or bedding is in short supply or
some other venture makes the sale of straw appealing.
The benefits of leaving crop residue on the soil surface through farm practices such as
no till are numerous. In addition to reducing soil erosion, old crop residue will catch and retain
moisture, mitigate soil temperature fluctuations during extremes and contribute to soil organic
matter. These benefits are hard to measure and often lose out to short term gains.
Data from SDSU indicates that wheat straw contains approximately 10 lbs. of nitrogen
(N), 3 lbs. of phosphate (P2O5), 31 lbs. of potash (K2O), and 2 lbs. of sulfur (S) per ton. The
value of these nutrients can amount to $12-14/ton straw. Research from Nebraska and South
Dakota indicates a 20 bushel wheat crop can produce around a ton (2000 lbs.) of straw. Therefore a 60 bushel/acre wheat crop which produces about 3 ton straw will hold approximately $3640 worth of nutrients. Corn stover can hold approximately 16 lbs N, 4 lbs P205, 29 lbs K20 and
3 lbs of S per ton. A field that yields 150 bu per acre could produce up to 4 tons of stover. This

adds up to approximately $70/acre in nutrients (N= $0.40/lb, P205=$0.175/lb, K20=0,28/lb).
These nutrients are lost when straw is removed from fields. The value of the nutrients does not
include the cost of baling the residue or the intrinsic costs associated with the loss of residue
and the role residue plays in protecting and building the soil.
However, the biggest cost of residue removal is the loss of carbon held in the residue.
Carbon is one of the largest components of soil organic matter. The decomposition of old crop
residue is part of the building process in soil organic matter. Higher levels of organic matter in
soils correlates to improved soil structure, resilience, nutrient availability and water holding ca-

pacity.
The carbon held in crop residue cannot be replaced through fertilizer applications like
other nutrients. It has to be produced through the process of photosynthesis, residue decomposition and other biological processes, all of which take time. Soil quality isn’t always easy to
measure and landowners and producers are not always compensated for practices that protect
the soil. But building and maintaining soil quality is tied to long term profit and to our ability to
feed ourselves. I encourage people to keep in the mind the many positive contributions that crop
residues provide and keep soils covered.
By Ruth Beck Agronomy crops field specialist
SDSU Pierre Regional Center

Be on the Lookout: New Form Required for Some NRCS Customers
By Kathryn Fidler, USDA
If you are a producer or landowner who participates in USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) conservation programs, the Farm Service Agency (FSA) may be reaching out
by mail with information about a form you’ll need to fill out.
Starting this year, all producers and landowners participating or applying to participate in certain
NRCS conservation programs must complete form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan.
Historically, to participate in these programs, legal entities could file either the CCC-901, Member Information or the CCC-902, while individuals were not specifically required to file the CCC902 with FSA. Now, to ensure FSA and NRCS are properly determining payment eligibility and
maximum payment limitations, all customers must have a CCC-902 on file to establish eligibility.
These changes will not affect participants who already have a Form CCC-902 with a
“determined” status recorded with FSA.
Customers that do not have a CCC-902 on file with FSA will be sent a letter in the mail in the
coming weeks with detailed information on what is needed and how to file the form. The letter
requests that the form be completed within 30 days of receiving the letter.
For added convenience, USDA is offering options for remote or in-person submission of the
CCC-902.
Fiscal year 2021 is considered a transition year to ensure all NRCS program participants can
meet this updated filing requirement. Beginning in FY 2022, if form CCC-902 is not on file your
payments may be impacted.
We can help: NRCS and FSA staff are available at USDA Service Centers nationwide to provide information and assistance to walk you through meeting this filing requirement.

Wood Wide Web
Farmers have long know about the relationship between plants in the legume family and
the bacteria that fixes nitrogen in the soil. Soil scientists have recently discovered that trees have
an equally interesting relationship with microorganisms in the soil and other trees in the forest.
According to new research, trees in a forest are tapped into a fungal network that communicates and shares resources with fellow trees and fungi in the soil. Adult trees can help
raise younger trees by sharing sugar. Old trees can send their resources back into the network.
Diseased and insect infected trees can communicate with each other about a danger, helping
the other trees in the forest to prepare for future attacks.
Trees also share nutrients with the fugus in the soil in exchange for sending messages to
other trees across the fungal web. Trees provide the fungi in the soil with carbon and in turn the
fungi provides the trees with phosphorus and other micro nutrients obtained from the soil.
Because of the way trees the trees in a forests are connected by this fungal web scientist
have dubbed it the Wood Wide Web.

Get Handplant orders in ASAP
Dead line to order trees is MARCH 31st, but tree availability goes down the longer you wait.
It is recommended to get orders in as soon as possible to ensure we can get the trees you want.
West McLean SCD Staff will call around late April or early May with notice of trees ready for pick up.

Staff
NDSU Extensions mission is to extend
education from our land-grant university to residents of all ages and
walks of life. There education programs includes; livestock management, crop management, natural
resources management, 4-H youth
development, horticulture much
more. If you would like to know
more visit there website at
www.ag.ndsu.edu/extension/#
For any other questions you can
call your local agent Calla Edwards
at 462-8541 or email
calandria.jarboe@ndsu.edu

NRCS
Corey Bitner
Soil Conservationist Technician

Pheasants forever is a great resource for helping with habitat
establishment for pheasants and
other wildlife. They have a local
chapter that has helped numerous landowners enhance our
natural resources. To learn more
visit
www.sakakaweapheasantsforev
er.org

Megan Schwarz
Soil Conservationist
Kristine Wilkens
Farm Bill Specialist
Steve Kassain
NRCS CDU Supervisor
Dave Hendrickson
District Conservationist

Newsletter Sponsors

SCD

Puklich Chevrolet, BHG Inc., RTC, Garrison Vet Service, Agassiz Seed and

Dan Gackle
District Manager/Technician

Supply, Jaeger Insurance Agency, Max Farmers Services, CHS– Garrison,
Farmers Union Oil Co., Garrison Bank & Trust, S & J Hardware, Sakakawea
Chapter of Pheasants Forever, Napa of Garrison, TriGen Ag Partners

Sheryl Krueger
District Clerk

Mclean Electric Cooperative, Scheresky Ag Service,
Northern Plains Equipment
If you would like to be a sponsor for our newsletter, contact the office for
more information

Tree Planting Prep

Help Wanted

If you have a tree planting
planned with the district now is
the time to start thinking about
getting the ground prepped. We
require 10 feet wide for each row
and six to ten inches deep.

Looking are looking for help
with tree planting and fabric
laying. Position will start in
May and last until fabric laying is finished in June.
For more information or to
apply call 463-2851 or email
westmclean@restel.net

Please get this done ASAP

Contact Us at
(701) 463-2851 Ext. 3
West Mclean SCD
140 5th Ave SW
Garrison ND 58540
Visit us on the web at
www.westmcleanscd.com
Give us a like on Facebook
West Mclean Soil Conservation
District

