Summer 2018

West McLean Soil Conservation!
2018 Planting Season
If you want to see from one end of the spectrum to the other just look at our 2017
planting season and this years planting season. Last year we were able to get
in the field with little to no weather delays and finish up with grass seeding
and tree planting in no time. This year we had to wait for the snow to melt
and it to dry up a little bit before we could put wheels in the field. Planting
trees on 14 different locations got accomplished with a few days of rain in
between. Once all the trees were in the ground then each site received
another much need shot of water from mother nature to start the bare root
trees growing time.

Tree Planting crew loading tree planter

Fabric laying got held up a little more then we wanted it to but with the
delays being rain showers coming through every week we couldn't complain
to much.
We had a great season and it was because of a great crew again this year. I
would like to thank Jayden Hansen, Jessica Peterson and Cheyenne Jacobson
for all their hard work and many hours that each one put in this season.
Being in a Severe Drought last year we could see the impact that it had on our
planting season. It was not the first year and it will not be the last year that we see a
decline in work load because of lack of moisture in the ground. Fortunately for those
who did have the District out for a grass seeding or tree planting this year got some
nice rain and have reported back that things are looking good.

Meeting Dates:
•

July 12 @ 5p.m
(Joint Meeting with
South McLean SCD,
Fort Stevenson.)

•

August 14 @ 8:30am

•

September 11 @ 8:30am

•

October 9 @ 8:30am

•

November 13 @ 1:30pm

•

December 11 @1:30pm

Grass Seeding– 60 Acres
Tree Plantings/Fabric– 14 sites, need to
measure for final footage yet
Hand Plants- pre order/tree sale– 5300 trees

Meetings are held at the
USDA Service Center and
are open to the public.
Date and times are subject
to change.
If you wish to attend
meetings and need
assistance please call and
make arrangements.

Winter Burn on trees
~Mike Kangas, North Dakota Forest Service~
The abnormally dry conditions of 2017 coupled with the long extended
winter led to the development of winter burn on some evergreens in the
region. Winter burn has been observed on a few species in and around
Towner and in other parts of the state. Winter burn occurs when water is
gradually lost through the needles of evergreens in the late winter and early
spring as trees slowly begin to come out of dormancy. Excessive loss of this
needle moisture can cause the needles to desiccate (dry out). These needles
will die and not be replaced by the tree.
Although temporarily unsightly, the buds will usually remain viable and the
trees will put out a flush of new growth in the spring. After a couple of years
of growth winter burn is usually no longer noticeable.
Preventative measures to reduce likelihood of future winter burn include:
Only planting trees from a hardy source and watering trees adequately
during dry periods, especially during late summer and fall.

Services provided by West
McLean Soil Conservation District

Products for sale at the
office

Tree Planting– $25 per 100 Linear feet
Fabric Laying- $55 per 100 Linear feet
($500 minimum on both)

Handplant Trees- $2.00 Each

Grass Seeding– $17 per acre-100 acres +
$20 per acre– 50-100 acres
$25 per acre– 20-50 acres
($500 minimum)
Truax OTG 7522 No-Till Drill

Marking Flags- $.10 Each or $8.00/100
Fabric by the foot-$.50/FT
Fabric Staples- $.10 Each
Ranchers Guide- $10.00
Plantskydd (Animal Repellent)
Concentrate– $29.00 (+tax)
1 Qt Spray bottle- $20.00(+tax)
Granular- $15.00 (+tax)

Start planning for your 2019 tree planting
today!!!

Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) has been found only 50 miles across the North
Dakota border into Canada and most recently in the south-east part of
South Dakota. Here is some information from the NDSU Extension EAB
page. For more information please visit the NDSU Extension page at https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/publications/
landing-pages/crops/emerald-ash-borer-biology-integrated-pest-management-in-north-dakota-e-1634

The EAB is a holometabolous insect, meaning it undergoes complete metamorphosis. The EAB has four life
stages: egg, larva, pupa and adult. The life cycle of the EAB is completed in about one to two years. In
northern states, such as North Dakota, larvae are expected to take two years to mature and complete
development due to the colder climate and shorter growing season.
Females can lay 60 to 90 eggs in their lifetime. They deposit individual eggs on the bark surface or in bark
cracks and crevices from mid-May through July. Eggs hatch one to two weeks later.
Larvae bore into the tree by chewing into the inner bark and cambium, creating serpentine (S-shaped)
galleries. Larvae feed during the summer, usually from late June through October. These galleries increase in
size as the larvae grow and feed. Larval galleries have been found in trunks and branches measuring as small
as 1 inch in diameter.
When EAB larval densities are high, the tree’s water and nutrient flow can be interrupted, causing crown
dieback and death during a two- to five-year period, depending on the tree’s size and relative health.
Larvae overwinter in a small gallery and pupate in early spring (April or May) of the following year. Based on
the degree day (DD) accumulations, adults first emerge at 450 to 550 DD (using a base temperature of 50 F or
10 C), which in North Dakota is from mid-June through mid-July. Peak emergence is at 900 to 1,100 DD, from
mid- to late July. Research indicates that winter temperatures colder than minus 30 F will cause about 98
percent mortality of EAB larvae. However, larvae found on the south side of trees often were not dead due to
heat from sun in winter. In areas with harsh winter climate, the spread of EAB and time it takes to kill a tree
is expected to be longer.
Adults live for only three to six weeks and feed on foliage for one to two weeks prior to mating. Foliar feeding
by EAB adults causes little damage to the ash tree. They mate and repeat the life cycle.

“The family is
the nucleus of
civilization.”

All information and pictures on this page
comes from NDSU Extension Publication
on EAB.

The North Dakota Department of Health (NDDoH), in conjunction with the North Dakota Game and Fish
Department (NDGF), North Dakota State Water Commission and the North American Lake Management
Society, is celebrating Lakes Appreciation Month this July.
An Excellent Resource

When thinking of North Dakota, images of the Badlands, wheat and corn fields, and even oil wells will most likely pop
into your mind before lakes. However, you may be surprised to learn that North Dakota has about 4,500 lakes. Of that
number, 450 lakes have public access and some degree of oversight by the NDGF.
North Dakota lakes are desirable destinations for boating, fishing, camping and swimming. Lake festivities in the
summer and fishing derbies in both summer and winter attract in-state and out-of-state recreational enthusiasts alike.
Most state residents get their drinking water from groundwater or river sources. However, about 67,000 North Dakotans
depend on a lake for their source of drinking water. A majority of these people live in southwest North Dakota and
receive their water from Lake Sakakawea. The “big lake” is also being considered as a water source for the growing
population in the northwest and eastern parts of the state.

Threats

There are three main threats to our lakes:
• Nutrients (nitrogen and phosphorus)
• Sediment
• Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS)

Nutrients

Typically, nutrients come from one of five sources:
• Erosion and runoff from cropland
• Runoff from animal feeding operations
• Industrial and municipal facilities
• Stormwater runoff/residential fertilization
• Failing septic systems

Nutrients are carried into lakes primarily by runoff from rainfall and spring
snowmelt. Once in the lake, nutrients can cause issues such as low dissolved
oxygen levels and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).
Nutrients affect dissolved oxygen levels by promoting excess plant growth. When
the plants die, they are broken down by microorganisms that consume dissolved
oxygen. This process can use up enough oxygen to eventually lead to fish kills.
Nutrients also promote the growth of blue-green algae. Blue-green algae may
cause skin irritation or produce toxins that can be lethal to pets, livestock and
wildlife, and potentially lead to medical complications in humans. While
naturally occurring, HABs have increased in frequency and severity due to
increased nutrient pollution.

Sediment

Bare soil and precipitation events lead to erosion that carries soil into our lakes
where it settles out. Excess sediment lowers the volume of water in the lake and
over time may result in a shallow, weedy lake that is unsuitable for most fish
species.

A Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) can limit
recreational opportunities and pose a health
threat to pets, livestock, wildlife and humans.

Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS)

ANS can greatly degrade or ruin habitats and compete with native and/or desirable aquatic species for food and space.
Not only can recreational fisheries suffer but so can industries and communities that rely on lakes or rivers for their
water supplies (NDGF, 2018). The NDGF has developed an ANS list you can see at www.gf.nd.gov/ans/species.
There are some very simple and effective ways you can help prevent the spread of ANS:
• Remove all aquatic vegetation from boats, personal watercraft, trailers, and fishing and hunting equipment such as
fishing poles, bait buckets, lures, duck decoys and waders before leaving a body of water.
• Drain all water from boats and other watercraft, including bilges, livewells, baitwells and motors before leaving a
water body.
• Remove all drain plugs that may hold back water. Open water-draining devices on all watercraft and recreational,
commercial, and construction equipment bilges and confined spaces during any out-of-water transport.
As you venture out to your favorite lake for a fishing trip, a weekend of camping or just a leisurely boat ride,
remember it depends on you to help keep the shorelines clean and the water ANS free. Most importantly…

If You Pack It In…Pack It Out!

To help celebrate Lakes Appreciation Month, consider leading or taking part in activities such as:
• Organizing a lake cleanup project
• Organizing a biking or hiking event at a local lake
• Helping organize a local lake festival
For more information contact the Watershed Management Program at 701.328.5210.

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Get Started with NRCS

Do you farm or ranch and want to make improvements to the land that you own or lease?

Natural Resource Conservation Service offers technical and financial assistance to help farmers, ranchers and forest landowners.

As part of the application
process, we’ll check to see if
you are eligible.
To do this, you’ll need to bring:
•
NRCS provides landowners with free technical assistance, or
advice, for their land. Common technical assistance includes:
resource assessment, practice design and resource monitoring.
Your conservation planner will help you determine if financial
assistance is right for you.

We’ll walk you through the
application process. To get
started on applying for
financial assistance, we’ll work with you:
•
•

To fill out an AD 1026, which ensures a conservation plan is
in place before lands with highly erodible soils are farmed.
It also ensures that identified wetland areas are protected.
To meet other eligibility certifications.

An official tax ID (Social Security number or an employer
ID)
• A property deed or lease agreement to show you have control of the property; and
• A farm tract number.
If you don’t have a farm tract number, you can get one from
USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Typically, the local FSA office is
located in the same building as the local NRCS office. You
only need a farm tract number if you’re interested in financial
assistance.

NRCS will take a look at the
applications and rank them

according to local resource
concerns, the amount of conservation benefits the work will
provide and the needs of applicants.

Once complete, we’ll work with you on the application, or CPA
1200.
Applications for most programs are accepted on a continuous
basis, but they’re considered for funding in different ranking
periods. Be sure to ask your local NRCS district conservationist
about the deadline for the ranking period to ensure you turn
in your application in time.

If you’re selected, you can
choose whether to sign the
contract for the work to be done.

Once you sign the contract, you’ll be provided standards and
specifications for completing the practice or practices, and
then you will have a specified amount of time to
implement. Once the work is implemented and inspected,
you’ll be paid the rate of compensation for the work if it
meets NRCS standards and specifications.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Women Caring

Monday, July 30th|9:00 AM – 3:00
PM
Reiser Ranch
1024 18th Ave SW
Washburn, ND 58577
From Washburn: Go about 6.5 miles east on
County Rd. 22.
Then turn south at the big red mailbox and little
silver mailbox.
Go south 1.5 miles, road dead ends in the yard.

Please join us for a day of women-centered learning at Krista
and Jay Reiser’s ranch. The Resier’s started ranching in 2010
and continue to grow their grass-fed operation. Cattle are
grazed on native pasture managed for diversity to promote
soil health, animal nutrition, and thereby wholesome beef
without added hormones or antibiotics. The couple is
determined to be a part of regenerative agriculture;
benefiting the land and our food system.

*Cost

is $10 - Please RSVP by July 20th to Cayla
Bendel at 701 - 498 - 2920 or
cbendel@pheasantsforever.org
Photos by Lea Black

Supervisors and Staff

Corey Bittner

District Manager/Technician

Don Bauman– Chairman

Sheryl Krueger

Mark Retterath– Vice Chairman

District Clerk

Diane Krzmarzick

Ed Hauf

NRCS Soil Conservation Technician

Jay Hansen

John Mortenson

Richard White Bear

NRCS Soil Conservationist

Contact Us at

Visit us on the web at

(701) 463-2851 Ext. 3

www.westmcleanscd.com

West McLean SCD

Give us a like on Facebook

140 5th Ave SW

West McLean Soil Conservation District

Garrison, ND 58540
Westmcleanscd@restel.com

Thank You

to our

Puklich Chevrolet

Garrison Lumber Co.

BHG, Inc.

Max Farmers Elevator

RTC

Scheresky Ag Service

Garrison Vet Service

CHS-Garrison

Agassiz Seed & Supply

Krause’s Market

Jaeger Insurance Agency

Max Farm Services

BNC National Bank

Farmers Union Oil Co.

Sponsors
Garrison State Bank &
Trust
Ottertail Power Co.
S&J Hardware
Semchenko Electric
McLean Electric Coop
Pheasants Forever

All Programs and Services of the Soil Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without
regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, marital status, age or handicap.

