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2019 Planting Season
When that last stretch of fabric is laid and that final staple goes into the ground there is no
greater feeling, but to get to that you have to put in some long days and do a little hard
work.
The 2019 planting season got started off May 6th with grass seeding. We had 290 acres of
grass to seed, but looking ahead to the amount of trees we had to get into the ground I
knew there was some long days in the tractor coming up. I was able to get around 100
acres in before we brought in a tractor driver to take over the grass seeding. Jayden
Hansen was able to come back to work for me again this year for a third summer. Instead
of riding the tree planter this year he drove the tractor and seeded. With him out seeding I
was able to get my tree planting crew out and get some trees planted.
Doubling the amount of trees from last year we had over 12 miles to do and about the
same amount of time as last year to do them in. I give a big thank you to Christine Wilkens
and Ben Heger for helping me out this year. We worked hard and had a good time. All of
the trees were planted before our June 1st deadline with just a few rain delays in the
middle.
Once again a huge thank you to Jayden, Christine, and Ben for being on the crew this year!
Totals for the 2019 planting season:
Grass Seeding- 290 acres
Tree planting-64,457 linear feet
Fabric laying– 61,654 linear feet

August 8th

@ 8:30am

September 12th

@ 8:30am

October 10th

@ 8:30am

November 14th

@ 1:30pm

December 12th

@ 1:30pm

Meetings are held at the
USDA Service Center and
are open to the public.
Dates and times are subject
to change.
If you wish to attend
meetings and need
assistance please call and
make arrangements.

Outdoor Heritage Fund Tree Planting Initiative and Sakakawea Chapter of Pheasants Forever
helped fund this planting.

Trees and Fabric Cost Share Available
for 2020
West McLean SCD has a few options this coming planting season for financial
assistance.
The North Dakota Conservation Districts have received another round of
funding through the Outdoor Heritage Fund. The Outdoor Heritage Fund Tree
Planting Initiative is a 75/25% cost share up to $25,000. Stop in the office and
visit with Corey to see if you qualify ASAP. Site visits and a plan needs to be
conducted before they can be sent off for review. Don’t wait until last minute to
come and get assistance. DEADLINE AUGUST 30, 2019
Another option is with the North Dakota Forest Service Windbreak Renovation
Program. This will assist landowners with old and dying windbreaks to take out
or clean up and replant new rows to protect what the previous windbreak was
protecting. Cost share for this option is 50/50 up to $10,000. Please go to the
forest service website https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/ndfs and fill out the
questionnaire under the Windbreak Renovation Program.
Next option is with Sakakawea Chapter of Pheasants Forever. This chapter is
the local chapter in the Garrison Area. They support conservation, education,
youth trap shooting and habitat development. Cost Share from the Chapter
depends on size of planting. Please come into the office and visit with Corey to
make a plan. All plans need to be taken to the monthly meetings for approval
from the members.

Sakakawea
Chapter

Project T.R.E.E.S
Local schools around the district were entertained on April 19th by Tom Gibson. West McLean
SCD sponsored the event for grade schoolers from Max and Garrison through The Regional
Environmental Education Series “Trees” Program.
K-3rd graders from each of the schools got to meet Gunnar, a German immigrant that took
students back in time to the 1800’s to show how difficult and important it was to get clean
water.
The 4th-6th graders got to be contestants of the game show “Common Cents” with the host
Darin Ewe. Their minds were tested with questions about conservation for a chance to win
conservation bucks or if they were incorrect they were given “common cents”.

Berry Picking Time
The Summer Berry Season is in full swing and boy are those fruits tasty. Who
doesn't love Raspberries, Blackberries and all the other fruits we can pick this
summer? A recently discovered pest in North Dakota might put a bit of a damper
on our fruit harvesting season now and in the future. Unlike other vinegar flies
that only lay eggs on overripe or rotting fruit, the Spotted Wing Drosophila will lay
eggs on healthy fruits. I've already found Spotted Wing Drosophila larvae in
ripening Raspberries this summer.

Control strategies include:
*Harvest fruit once it is ripe and remove all infested fruit.
Larvae in Raspberry's

*Chemical control options include Malathion, Carbaryl and Pyrethrin products.
*Bushes can be covered with a fine netting (less than 1 mm size holes) to prevent the flies from laying eggs.
For more information about this pest please contact NDSU Extension Service at
701-462-8641, ask for Calla Edwards.
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New Faces in the office
My name is Ally Scheidegger and I am the Farm Bill Specialist for McLean,
Sheridan and Oliver counties. I started the Farm Bill Specialist position in June
2019. I am excited for this opportunity to work with producers in our great state
of North Dakota and promote conservation methods.
I was born and raised in Fargo, North Dakota. I graduated in Spring 2019 from
North Dakota State University with a Bachelor of Science in Range Science
with a minor in Crop and Weed Science. Despite growing up in the middle of
the largest city in North Dakota, I managed to find a love for the outdoors and
our natural resources. My interest in conservation and natural resources started
with my love for horses. I have had horses since I was 10 years old. As time went
on, I became interested in improving pastures and forage options for my
horses. Which is where my
passion started for
promoting and conserving
our natural resources.
During my time at NDSU,
I assisted on research
efforts for the Range
Science Department. In
this position, I helped
graduate students collect
data and perform duties
related to their research
on leafy spurge
management, grazing systems, prescribed burning, and western snowberry
management.
When I am not at work you can find me spending time with my two French
Bulldogs or at the barn with my horses.

Hello my name is Steve Kassian, I am currently
the Conservation Delivery Unit (CDU) Supervisor
for the Turtle Lake, Garrison, Center, and Beulah
offices. I reside Northeast of Wilton, ND and
Farm and Ranch in my spare time with my
family.

West McLean SCD is looking for
some input from producers in our
part of McLean County. We would
like to get ideas from individuals
on new services they would like to
see us provide.

needed and feasible for our part
of the county.

There are many options but we
want to provide services that are

Facebook– West McLean SCD

Please call/email/Facebook the
office with your ideas!
Office– 701-463-2851 ext.3
Email- corey.bittner@nd.nacdnet.net

“The greatest oak was once a little nut who held its ground ”~anonymous

NRCS Nine Steps of Planning
•

Phase 1– Data Collection and Analysis
1. Problem Identification
2. Determine Objectives
3. Inventory Resources
4.Analyze the resource data

•

Phase 2– Decision Support
5. Formulate alternatives
6. Evaluate alternatives

7.Client decides
•

Phase 3– Application
8. Client Implements the plan
9. Evaluate the plan

Get your Handplant orders in early.
Dead line to order trees is MARCH 31st, but tree availability goes down the longer you wait. It is
recommended to get orders in before December 1st 2019.
West McLean SCD Staff will call around April/May 2020 with notice of tree ready for pick up.

Services provided by West McLean
Soil Conservation District

Products for sale at the office
Handplant Trees- $2.00 Each

Tree Planting– $25 per 100 Linear feet

Marking Flags- $.10 Each or $8.00/100

Fabric Laying- $55 per 100 Linear feet

Fabric by the foot-$.50/FT

($500 minimum on both)

Fabric Staples- $.10 Each

Grass Seeding– $17 per acre-100 acres +

Ranchers Guide- $10.00

$20 per acre– 50-100 acres
$25 per acre– 20-50 acres

($500 minimum)

Plantskydd (Animal Repellent)
Concentrate– $29.00 (+tax)

1 Qt Spray bottle- $20.00(+tax)

Truax OTG 7522 No-Till Drill

Granular- $15.00 (+tax)

*prices subject to change for 2020*

West McLean SCD
140 5th AVE SW
Garrison ND,58540
Phone: 701-463-2851 Ext.3
E-mail:
westmcleanscd@restel.com
corey.bittner@nd.nacdnet.net

2019 Newsletter Sponsors
Puklich Chevrolet, BHG Inc., RTC, Garrison Vet
Service, Agassiz Seed and Supply, Jaeger
Insurance Agency, Max Farmers Elevator,
CHS-Garrison, Farmers Union Oil Co., Garrison
State Bank & Trust, S&J Hardware, Sakakawea
Chapter of Pheasants Forever

If you would like to be a sponsor for our newsletter, contact the office for more information

All Programs and Services of West McLean Soil Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, marital status, age or handicap.
NRCS is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender.

