Summer 2020

West McLean Soil Conservation District
Planting Season 2020
They say every mile is a memory, so that means we have 11 memories from the 2020
tree planting season. This spring West McLean SCD installed 11.6 miles of trees and
fabric. Plantings ranged from lake lots, for some privacy barriers, all the way up to a
5 row 16,000 foot wildlife planting. No matter the reasons for having a planting done,
at the end of the day a new tree is in the ground that wasn't there before.
Starting out the tree season, it looked like a couple weeks of nice weather to get our
trees in the ground, but mother nature decided to toss in a curve ball and gave us a
few days of extreme winds. On the days it was nice to plant, we worked hard and put
in the hours. We finished with a few days to spare before our June 1st deadline.
Cost share options used this planting season were EQIP with NRCS, Outdoor Heritage
Fund Tree Planting Initiative with the Soil Conservation Districts, and donations from
the local Sakakawea Chapter of Pheasants Forever.
Tree Crew this year West McLean SCD welcomed back Kristine Wilkens for her second
year, and brand new to the work force, Josephina Grames. These two girls worked
hard this spring and never complained.
This spring our Truax OTG no-till grass drill got to seed just about 55 acres. With the
busy tree season we were going to have Jayden Hansen offered his help and was able
to complete our seedings in just a couple short days. He also offered some help
during tree planting time when we had really long days set up. This was his 4th year
planting trees with the SCD.
Trees planted- 61,222 feet
Fabric applied- 62,756 feet
Grass seeded-54.1 acres
If you would like a tree planting in 2021 please call the office and we can set up an
appointment to get out and take a look. Call Corey at (701) 463-2851 ext.3.

West McLean SCD
Board Meeting Dates
and Times for 2020
08/13

@ 8:30

09/10

@ 10:00

10/8

@ 10:00

11/12

@ 10:00

12/10

@ 10:00

Meetings are held at
the USDA Service
Center and are open
to the public. Dates
and Times are
subject to change. If
you wish to attend
meetings and need
assistance please call
and make
arrangements.

All Programs and Services of West McLean Soil Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, marital status, age or handicap.
USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender.

Private Gibson, Making Trades and here to Entertain!
Tom Gibson with Project T.R.E.E.S (The Regional Environmental Education Series)
entertain the students from Max and Garrison back in early March. He performed his “Traveling with Lewis and Clark” program to the Kindergarten
through 6th grade classes at both schools. Tom presented to the students as
Private George Gibson, one of the nine men from Kentucky that enlisted in
the US Army to join the Corps of Volunteers for the North Western Discovery.
The students were taken back in time to Fort Mandan in 1805 where Private
Gibson was out hunting. Students were able to interact and trade furs for
beads or other trinkets that were available on their trip up the river.

New Farm Bill Specialist in the Office
Hello, my name is Kristine Wilkens, I grew up on a small grain farm near Boissevain,
Manitoba, Canada; 20 miles north of the US border near White Water Lake and the
Turtle Mountains. I graduated as a Land & Water Management Environmental
Technician from Assiniboine Community College in 2014 as well as a Bachelor’s
Degree in Geography from Brandon University in 2011.
Working as the Resource Technician with Turtle Mountain Conservation District in
Deloraine, MB from 2014 through 2017, I was able to assist landowners and producers
with various projects; well water testing, surface water storage, streambank
stabilization, grassed waterways, RTK surveying, GIS mapping and implementation of
BMP’s. I also worked on landowner wildlife agreements with Manitoba Habitat
Heritage, Nature Conservancy of Canada and Ducks Unlimited.
I met my husband at the State Fair in 2010 and have been a North Dakota resident
since 2018. I have since increased my love for the outdoors, growing my own garden,
fishing on Lake Sakakawea, bow hunting white tail deer, calling coyotes with my
husband and raising our husky shepherd pup.
I’ve planted trees with West McLean SCD in Garrison for two seasons now and I am
excited to further my conservation career in the Farm Bill Specialist position. I will
cover offices in Garrison, Turtle Lake, McClusky and Center.

Trees and Fabric Cost Share Available for 2021
West McLean SCD has a few options this coming planting season for financial
assistance.
The North Dakota Conservation Districts will be applying for funding through the
Outdoor Heritage Fund again this year. The Outdoor Heritage Fund Tree Planting
Initiative is a 75/25% cost share up to $25,000. Stop in the office and visit with
Corey to see if you qualify BEFORE JULY 31st. Site visits and a plan needs to be
conducted before they can be sent off for review. Don’t wait until the last minute
to get assistance with your tree plan.
Another option is with the North Dakota Forest Service Windbreak Renovation
Program. This will assist landowners with old and dying windbreaks, to take out or
clean up and replant new rows to protect what the previous windbreak was
protecting. Cost share for this option is 50/50% up to $10,000. Please go to the
forest service website https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/ndfs and fill out the questionnaire
under the Windbreak Renovation Program.
Next option is with Sakakawea Chapter of Pheasants Forever. This chapter is the
local chapter in the Garrison Area. They support conservation, education, youth
trap shooting and habitat development. Cost Share from the Chapter depends on
size of planting. Please come into the office and visit with Corey to make a plan. All
plans need to be taken to the monthly meetings for approval from the members.

Sakakawea
Chapter

NRCS– Environmental Quality Incentives Programs (EQIP)
EQIP
You may be asking what is EQIP and how do I sign up? EQIP is a voluntary conservation
program, which offers farmers and ranchers a tool to address their natural resource
concerns

EQIP FAQs
Who is Eligible for EQIP? To be eligible you must be engaged in livestock or agricultural
production, have an interest in the farming operation associated with the land being
offered for enrollment, and have control of the land for the length of the contract.
What is the first step in applying to EQIP? The first step is to contact our office so we
can discuss your ideas. We need to make a field visit prior to snowfall so we can identify
your resource concerns and find ways to address them.
What practices are eligible for EQIP? Many structural, vegetative, and management
practices are eligible. Eligible Livestock Practices include: Wells, Tanks, Cross Fencing,
Pipelines, Pasture & Hayland Seedings, and Ag Waste Systems. Cropland Practices include: Incentives for converting to a No-Till System, Salinity Management, and Irrigation
System Conversions.
How am I accepted into the program? Since the requests for EQIP contracts outweigh
available funding, EQIP applicants compete through a ranking system. The application is
ranked on how well it will optimize environmental benefits.
How long does a contract last? Generally, EQIP contracts are 2 to 4 years in length. A
contract will last one year after the last cost-shared practice is completed.
If you have any question about EQIP or other conservation practices, please feel free to
call our office at 463-2851 Ext.3.

Get your Handplant orders in early.
Dead line to order trees is MARCH 31st, but tree availability goes down the longer you
wait. It is recommended to get orders in before December 1st 2020.
West McLean SCD Staff will call around May 2021 with notice of trees ready for pick up.

Services provided by West McLean Soil Conservation
District
Tree Planting– $28 per 100 Linear feet
Fabric Laying- $58 per 100 Linear feet
($500 minimum on both)
Grass Seeding– $17 per acre-100 acres +
$20 per acre– 50-100 acres
$25 per acre– 20-50 acres
($500 minimum)
Truax OTG 7522 No-Till Drill

***New Service we will be offering is
Livestock Water Testing***
Contact the office for more details on water testing.

Contact Us at
(701) 463-2851 Ext. 3
West McLean SCD
140 5th Ave SW
Garrison, ND 58540

Westmcleanscd@restel.com

Visit us on the web at
www.westmcleanscd.com

2020 Newsletter Sponsors
Northern Plains Equipment of Minot and Garrison,
Puklich Chevrolet, BHG Inc., RTC, Garrison Vet
Service, Agassiz Seed and Supply, Jaeger
Insurance Agency, Max Farmers Elevator, Farmers
Union Oil Co., Garrison State Bank & Trust, S&J
Hardware, Sakakawea Chapter of Pheasants
Forever, NAPA of Garrison
If you would like to be a Sponsor contact the office.

Give us a like on Facebook
West McLean Soil Conservation

