WINTER

West McLean Soil
Conservation District
In November West McLean SCD was awarded the Largest Percent
Increase in Trees Planted Award during the Annual Convention.
In 2019 we planted 50% more trees then we did in 2018. That is a
great award to receive and we are very appreciative to all our
producers that work
with us. Big thank you
to everyone and we look
forward to working
with you again.

Full Board

West McLean SCD
Board Meeting Dates
and Times for 2020

Ed Hauf, Corey Bittner, Jay Hansen

In January Jeff Myers joined West McLean ‘s Board of Supervisors. Jeff
grew up on a farm near Roseglen with his parents Gene and Eva along
with three brothers Joel, Jay and Jon. He graduated from Parshall High
School and the went to NDSU for 2 years. Jeff got a degree in
Architectural Drafting and Estimating from NDSCS in Wahpeton. He
started his career working at TMi in Dickinson. In 2000 Jeff returned
home to work on the farm with his dad. He then married Krista in
2008 and have had 3 daughters together, Danica, Lynde and Nora.
When not busy on the farm they all enjoy hunting, fishing, and taking
family trips together.

March 12

@ 10:00am

April 9

@ 10:00am

May 14

@10:00am

June 11

@ 8:30am

July 9

@ 8:30am

August 13

@ 8:30am

September 10

@ 10:00am

October 8

@ 10:00am

November 12

@ 10:00am

December 10

@ 10:00am

Meetings are held at the USDA
Service Center and are open to
the public. Dates and times are
subject to change. If you wish to
attend meetings and need
assistance please call and make
arrangements.

Currently Accepting
EQIP Applications.
Stop in the office and sign an application with NRCS.

All Programs and Services of West McLean Soil Conservation District are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, marital status, age or handicap.
USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer and Lender.

2019 Annual Report
Tom Gibson presented to Max and
Garrison grades K-6th on his
T.R.E.E.S Programs.
West McLean SCD had booth at
Garrison’s FFA Ag Show.

with the first Lewis and Clark
Envirothon held at the 4-H Camp
in Washburn.
Corey was voted in as North
Dakota Conservation District
Employee Association Board of
Directors Vice President.

SCD Board held 10 Board
Meetings.

West McLean held its Eco Ed Day
for local 6th graders at Audubon
National Wildlife Refuge, also
helped with South McLean’s Eco
Ed Day.

Sheryl and Corey attended
Annual Tree Promotional Meetings
in Bismarck.

Two day Urban Conservation
and Outdoor Workshop held in
Fargo.

Corey attended Tree and Cooler
Workshop in Ward County.

Sheryl, Corey and 3 Board members
attended the Annual Convention in
Bismarck.

Annual Recognition Banquet held
at Golf Course.

For Arbor Day West McLean SCD
worked with Max School and was
able to donate 107 trees to the
students.
290 Acres of grass seeded.
64,457 Linear feet trees planted.
61,654 Linear feet of fabric
installed.
West McLean Board and staff
along with NRCS staff attended
Joint Meeting with South McLean
in Turtle Lake.
Mike, Pam, Jon and Mandi
Wilcox chosen as 2019
Achievement winners.
Corey was part of the Lewis and
Clark Envirothon Committee. Took
part in monthly meetings, events
to train the teachers and helped

West McLean SCD was awarded
Largest Percentage Increase in
Trees planted.
Area 4 Meeting held during
Convention. Ed and Corey present.
Corey Attended Sakakawea
Chapter of Pheasants Forever
Monthly meetings.
Signed a work agreement with
NRCS.
Reported monthly in D.A.R.T.
Corey attended Ducks Unlimited
Outdoors day at the Capitol.
Corey went to Center for a Soil
Health Tour.
NRCS and Corey went to Stanton
for Soil Health Workshop.
West McLean SCD turned 70
years old

Ready for 2020
West McLean’s Board of Supervisors and staff attended the Leadership
Academy Level 2 training in Minot at the end of January. Completing this
course puts the Board in good standings and gives them the credit for training
they need to be a SCD Board Member for the year 2020. There are multiple
ways that are approved to get accredited but this puts everybody in a
classroom style environment that has small group activities and round table
discussions that everyone gets involved. In this training the members learned
about conservation planning, dealing with change, marketing, generational
differences, and HR related resources.
Our District was recognized last year for having all Supervisors attend the Level
1 training. There were only 3 districts total to have all attend. We made a point
to attend the Level 2 with the same capacity.

Back row- Corey, Mark, Jeff
Front row-Jay, Richard, Ed

USDA Announces Opening Signup for Conservation Reserve Program
USDA is opening signup for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) on December 9, 2019. The deadline for
agricultural producers to sign up for general CRP is February 28, 2020, while signup for continuous CRP is ongoing.
Farmers and ranchers who enroll in CRP receive a yearly rental payment for voluntarily establishing long-term, resource
-conserving plant species, such as approved grasses or trees (known as “covers”) to control soil erosion, improve water
quality and develop wildlife habitat on marginally productive agricultural lands.
CRP has 22 million acres enrolled, but the 2018 Farm Bill lifted the cap to 27 million acres. This means farmers and
ranchers have a chance to enroll in CRP for the first time or continue their participation for another term.
By enrolling in CRP, producers are improving water quality, reducing soil erosion, and restoring habitat for wildlife.
This in turn spurs hunting, fishing, recreation, tourism, and other economic development across rural America.
CRP Enrollment Options
General Signup
CRP general signup will be held annually. The competitive general signup will now include increased opportunities for
enrollment of wildlife habitat through the State Acres For Wildlife Enhancement (SAFE) initiative.
Continuous Signup
While some practices under SAFE will remain available through continuous signup, CRP continuous signup will focus
primarily on water quality with the Clean Lakes, Estuaries, and Rivers (CLEAR) Initiative. The 2018 Farm Bill prioritizes
water quality practices such as contour grass strips, filter strips, riparian buffers, wetlands and a new prairie strip.
USDA will also be working with Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) partners to relaunch CREP
continuous options in each state under new statutory provisions. CREP will continue to target high-priority local, state
or regional conservation concerns.
Grasslands Signups
CRP Grasslands signup helps landowners and operators protect grassland, including rangeland, and pastureland and
certain other lands while maintaining the areas as grazing lands. A separate CRP Grasslands signup will be offered each
year following general signup.
Pilot Programs
Later in 2020, (FSA will roll out pilot programs within CRP: CLEAR 30, which allows contracts expiring with CLEAR
practices to be reenrolled in 30-year contracts and in the Soil Health and Income Protection Program (SHIPP) in the
prairie pothole region. More information on these programs will be announced in the new year.
Land Transition
The CRP Transition Incentives Program (TIP) is an option for producers interested in transitioning land to a beginning
farmer or rancher or a member of a socially disadvantaged group to return land to production for sustainable grazing or
crop production. CRP contract holders no longer need to be a retired or retiring owner or operator to transition their
land. TIP participants may have a lease less than five years with an option to purchase, and they have two years before
the end of the CRP contract to make conservation and land improvements.
Previously Expired Land
Land enrolled in CRP under a 15-year contract that expired in September 2017, 2018 or 2019, may be eligible for
enrollment if there was no opportunity for re-enrollment and the practice under the expired contract has been
maintained.
CRP Rates and Payments
FSA recently posted updated soil rental rates for CRP. County average rates are posted on the CRP Statistics webpage.
Soil rental rates are statutorily prorated at 90 percent for continuous signup and 85 percent for general signup. The
rental rates will be assessed annually. Under continuous signup, producers also receive incentives, including a signup
incentive payment and a practice incentive payment.
To enroll in CRP, contact the McLean County FSA Office at (701) 463-2851 or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

2020 Newsletter Sponsors
Northern Plains Equipment Minot and Garrison
Puklich Chevrolet, BHG Inc., RTC, Garrison Vet
Service, Agassiz Seed and Supply, Jaeger
Insurance Agency, Max Farmers Elevator,
Farmers Union Oil Co., Garrison State Bank &
Trust, S&J Hardware, Sakakawea Chapter of
Pheasants Forever, NAPA of Garrison
Contact Us at
If you would like to be a Sponsor contact the office.

Ground Preparation
Reminder to all who have tree plantings in 2020, please
think about ground preparation and make time this early
spring to get ready. Clumpy dirt or shallow tilled ground is
not good ground prep. Good ground prep is soft dirt
worked up 6-8 inches deep.
For a guide on ground preparation go onto our website and
look under Resources, or contact the office and we will get
one to you.

For information about getting habitat
established for pheasants or other wildlife, or to
see how you can support your local chapter, stop
in the office and talk with Corey.

(701) 463-2851 Ext. 3
West McLean SCD
140 5th Ave SW
Garrison, ND 58540
Westmcleanscd@restel.com
Visit us on the web at
www.westmcleanscd.com
Give us a like on Facebook
West McLean Soil Conservation District

Contact your local agent, Calla Edwards, for any questions
you have about your Farm or Garden needs. Call the office at
462-8541 or email Calla at calandria.jarboe@ndsu.edu

